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stter accompanying the gift must, we think, iave rather spoiled their pleasure, or at any rate vas likely to have hurt their mother's feelings. It vas surely hardly necessary to inform " ma pauvre Sophie " that it was in vain for her to compete with he Countess Georges in proficiency on the piano, ,s the latter had " the genius of music, as of love " ; nd a long string of that wonderful young lady's >erfections must have been rather wearying to those vho had not the felicity of being acquainted with ler. Apparently the young Countess possessed leep knowledge without pedantry, and was of de-icious naivete, laughing like a little child; though his did not prevent her from showing religious :nthusiasm about beautiful things. Further, she vas of angelic goodness, intensely observant, yet extremely discreet, most respectful to her adored nother, very industrious, and she lived only for luty. "All these advantages are set off by a 3roud air, full of good breeding, an air of ease ind grandeur which is not possessed by every jueen, and which is quite lost in France, where ivery one wishes to be equal. This outward listinction, this look of being a great lady, is )ne of the most precious gifts which God, the Sod of women, can bestow on them." * To paint ler character aright, Balzac says, it would be iccessary to blend in one word virtues which a noralist would consider it impossible to find united .n a single human being; and her "sublime
* " Correspondance," vol. ii. p. 345.aannnAn-npf* " vnl    ii    n    SS9,s of the doctor
